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Why do humans fight 
instead of living in peace?
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Have we learned lessons from war
and work for peace and development?
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Signing of the UN Charter

1945, San Francisco

San Francisco Chronicle
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Preamble of the UN Charter

“WE THE PEOPLES OF THE UNITED NATIONS 

DETERMINED

to save succeeding generations from the scourge 

of war, which twice in our lifetime has brought 

untold sorrow to mankind…”



Three Pillars of the UN
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DevelopmentPeace Human Rights

Life Better life
Life with 

human dignity
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Background to SDG 16

• Without peace, stability, human rights and effective 

governance, based on the rule of law - we cannot hope for 

sustainable development. High levels of armed violence and 

insecurity have a destructive impact on a country’s 

development, affecting economic growth. Sexual violence, 

crime, exploitation and torture are also prevalent where there 

is conflict or no rule of law, and countries must take 

measures to protect those who are most at risk.

• The SDGs aim to significantly reduce all forms of violence, 

and work with governments and communities to find lasting 

solutions to conflict and insecurity. Strengthening the rule of 

law and promoting human rights is key to this process, as is 

strengthening the participation of developing countries in the 

institutions of global governance. 
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Nexus between Peace and Development

• Sustaining peace is not only an enabler but also a fundamental 

outcome of sustainable development, as the two notions are 

mutually reinforcing. This point is acutely manifest in conflict-

affected countries, where opportunities for development are lost 

as both governments and people are struggling for survival and 

existence. Not only that, very often conflict and unrest can 

reverse gains made in development. 

• This is why when a country is in conflict, we need to join force to 

help it get out of the conflict, and when a country is emerging 

from conflict, we need to assist it to rebuild its nation and 

reconstruct its economy. 



Our World, Our Future



Globalization
The world getting smaller and more connected  



Global problems brought by globalization

Terrorism Growing Inequalities

Climate Change Refugee Issues
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